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106 DESCRIPTION OF THE KUINS OF CASSOPE. [May 12, 1862. 

Twelfth Meeting, Monday, May 12th, 1862. 

SIK EODEEICK I. MQECHISON, Vice-President, in the Chair, 

Peesentations. — The Rev. Edwin Prodgers ; Capt. E. Wynne Roberts ; 
Charles P. Pauli, and W, Levering Salting, Esqrs., were presented upon 
their election. 

Elections. — Captain Francis John Bolton; Colonel John L. Peyton; 
Frederick Palgrave Barlee ; Thomas Jacomb, Junr. ; George Mackenzie, 
and Richard Pelham Warren, Esqrs., were elected Fellows. 

Accessions. — Among the accessions to the Library and Map-rooms 
since the former meeting were — Beardmore's ' Manual of Hydro 
logy ;' Stanford's Map of London ; Eavenstein's Plan of Frankfurt ; 
continuation of the Maps of the ' Dispatch ' Atlas, &c., &c. 

Exhibitions. — A model of a stem-wheel Steamboat, adapted for 
the navigation of the Eraser Eiver, was exhibited at the meeting by 
Mr. Kelly. 

The Papers read were : — 

1. Description of the Rims of Cassope. By Lieutenant-Colonel T. B. 

COLLINSON, R.E. 

Cassope occupies the summit of a mountain which overlooks the 
whole of the Gulf of Arta : the extent of its ruins and its com- 
manding position testify to its having formerly been an important 
stronghold of the ancient Epirote nation. The crest of the mountain 
was occupied by the Acropolis; 150 feet below it lies a plateau of 
1000 X 200 yards, closely covered with the foundations of ancient 
buildings, crammed into the only space which the natural features 
of the mountain made available to the townsmen. Colonel CoUin- 
son compares the probable density of its former population with 
that of the modem Corfu. Corfu, within the walls, is one-third 
greater in extent, and contains 16,000 inhabitants; hence the popu- 
lation of the ancient Cassope may be estimated at 12,000. The 
ruins have been visited and minutely described by Colonel Leake 
and by Mr. Hughes : the intention of the present paper is to add 
some details, and to correct others. One of the most remarkable of 
Colonel CoUinson's observations is the discovery of an unmistake- 
able specimen of a regular arch in these ancient buildings. It is 
the roof of an underground chamber or tomb, described by Colonel 
Leake, and named by him the " Vasilospito," or King's house. He 
had observed the roof, but ascribed its structure to horizontal courses 
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of stone, whereas Colonel CoUinson finds it to consist of regular 
voussoirs of three or four to the span. It is possibly the oldest 
specimen of the true arch extant in Europe. There are other in- 
stances among the ruins, of spurious arches ; namely, horizontal 
lintels of stone, whose under sides have been hewed away. One 
of these is found in the gallery leading to the Vasilospito, and 
another forms an entrance through the city walls. The walls con- 
sist of polygonal stones that average 3 x 2 x li feet in size, and 
are laid together without mortar. The theatres and other objects 
were minutely described by Colonel Collinson, who exhibited 
photographs of the ruins, taken at the time of his visit. 



2. Explorations in Vancouver Island. By Commander Eichard C. 

MaYNE, E.N., F.R.G.S. 

Albeenie is a deep bay on the western coast of Vancouver Island, 
and lies in about the same latitude as Nanaimo and Namoose, on the 
eastern shore. No overland communication between them had been 
attempted previously to Captain Mayne's journey, which was set on 
foot in order to discover whether any overland route was possible. 

Two prominent mountains, called Arrowsmith and Moriarty, 
stand on either side of the direct line of communication. It was 
satisfactorily ascertained during the journey that they were con- 
nected by a high snow-covered ridge, which made it out of the 
question to establish a road between them. The actual route fol- 
lowed by Captain Mayne, lay to the north of these mountains, and 
passed alongside a small lake; then it bent considerably to the 
south, in order to strike its eastern destination. There are no 
natural difficulties in this circuitous track, to interfere with the 
establishment of a road, if exception be made of the shores of 
the small lake, where further inspection appears advisable. The 
greater part of the way lies over level country well suited for 
settlement, and the highest pass need not exceed 700 feet. 



3. British Columbia. By William Kelly, Esq., f.r.g.s. 

The object of Mr. Kelly was to invite attention to the disadvantages 
under which British Colimibia labours, owing to the expense and 
delay of communicating with the mother country. He described its 
climate and productions as closely corresponding to those of England, 
and eminently suited to British emigrants, who, however, as a 
class, were debarred from going there by the long voj'age round 
Cape Horn, or by the shorter, though costly, route across Panamau 
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